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Amarapoora districts. Among them were boatmen, silk workers
and silversmiths. From this time onwards the astrologers at the
Burmese Court were Manipuri Brahmins, while Manipuris
formed a cavalry regiment in the Burmese army known as
'Cassay Horse*.
The Mon rebellion, which gave Alaungpaya the excuse for
carrying out his threat to destroy the Negrais settlement, was
the prelude to a new series of wars with Siam. Thousands of
Mons again fled to that country, and the border became the
scene of chronic raiding and counter-raiding. This alone
would have provided an adequate cams belli for a monarch
unable to settle down to a peaceable existence. But the Delta
was again badly depopulated, and he hoped to colonize it by
wholesale deportations from the conquered territory. He
planned also to bring the proud state of Chiengmai to its knees.
The invasion, which began late in 1759, proceeded by way of
Tavoy down to Tenasserim, then across the hills to the Gulf of
Siam and northwards to Ayuthia. The attack from the south
took the Siamese completely by surprise; their main forces were
guarding the westward approaches.
By April 1760 Alaungpaya had encircled the city and the
siege was in full progress. The Burmese brought up heavy guns
and the king himself superintended the firing of one of the
batteries. On a day in May, while he was watching the loading
of a heavy cannon, it burst and he was so badly wounded that
the siege operations were suspended. The whole army began a
hurried retreat homewards, carrying their wounded leader with
them. At Taikkala, just before the Salween was reached, he
succumbed to his wounds. His body was borne reverently back
to his home town, Shwebo, where it was buried in the pres-
ence of great crowds of his mourning subjects. He had reigned
only eight years and was not yet forty-six at the time of his
death.